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The Yearbook is finished.
But you still have the busiest time of the 
year ahead of you. Baseball, prom, track, 
plays, softball, carnivals, golf, yearbook 
signing, tennis, and graduation.

Will you cover it or will you miss it all? 

If you do cover it, will you do it in the 
same old summer or spring supple-
ment you’ve always done?

Or now that you have the 
time will you produce a…

As the year winds down and your book 
is finally done, you have a choice to 
make. Maybe you already know how 
you will go about covering those spring 
activities. If not, consider a supplement.

If you already do a supplement, read 
on! This year, let’s make it a totally 
different supplement than ever be-
fore. If you don’t already do a supple-
ment, consider it.

A Typical Supplement
The typical summer or spring supple-
ment is often just a set of 8,16, 24 or 
32 pages which really have no par-
ticular plan or theme. They just start 
at page 1 and cover the year since the 
yearbook itself finaled in chronologi-
cal order. This year, why not make it 
different and special?

Plan your supplement 
to be part of your book!
A supplement is both a separate piece 
and a part of your yearbook. To do a 
really good job with a supplement, you 
need to make sure that you plan it so 
it looks that way. That is, it will stand 
alone as a separate mini-magazine and 
it will still look like it was designed as 

a part of your yearbook

Let me give you an example. If you have 
planned your yearbook around the theme 
of “A Closer Look” then you might title 
the supplement (with a divider page that 
matches your dividers in the book as the 
cover) “The Final Look.” 

If you use a particular graphic throughout 
the book, on the folios or dividers, make 
sure to include that graphic in the supple-
ment. If you had a typical style of type for 
body copy and captions in the book (and 

you should have), be consistent and use 
that same style in the supplement.

Make it great on it’s own!
Now that your supplement matches your 
book, keep in mind that there are some 
people who may get a hold of the supple-
ment and never match it up with their 
yearbooks. So give it its own life, its own 
style! The hottest new trend today is to 
make it a mini-mag. 

To do this, throw away all your pre-con-
ceived ideas of how yearbook pages 
should be organized. Try a magazine ap-
proach. Have a sports section with pages 
that show photos and features from all 
the spring sports. Don’t limit yourself to a 
track spread, a baseball spread and a golf 
spread. Do a two or three sport spread 
that have photos of them all. 

(Editor’s Note: Remember, you should 
have put all your team shots for spring 
sports in the yearbook. They don’t belong 
here, just a wrap-up and final scoreboard.)

To further carry out the magazine concept, 
do new things with prom or graduation 
coverage. Try covering one of them as a 
day-in-the-life type story; following differ-
ent people as they get their hair done, pick 
up their tuxedo, buy flowers, go to dinner, 
have pictures taken at the dance, dance, 
attend parties after and head for home. 
And don’t forget to cover the folks who 
decorate, arrange and clean up. A day in 
the life includes everyone. s

 

SUPER SUPPLEMENT

Don’t forget to cover the summer! 
So much happens during the summer and so often we leave it out of the yearbook. You 
need to cover individuals as well as organized, school activities that happen in the summer.

Individual Activities
This type of coverage includes things like summer jobs, exchange trips and vacations. 
The hardest part in doing this type of coverage is to choose “who” to cover not “what” 
to cover. Try to avoid shooting photos or writing stories about your friends.  

One thing that makes getting photos for individual vacation and exchange trips easier is 
when most people go on trips they take a camera. Just ask them if you can borrow their 
best photo or digital image and use that. 

Organized School Activities
What kind of school activities take place in the summer? Easy! Practices, workshops, 
pre-registration, fund-raisers and more. Think about just one group as an example—the 
band. They probably do some fund-raising in the summer, a perfect time for a car wash 
(great for pictures too), they practice before school starts and many of them go to 
camps to work on their musical skills. You can (and should) cover all of that! s


